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EO 11652: NA 
TAGS: SHUM TH 

SUBJECT: THAI PRESS REPORTS SENI PRAMOT'S STATEMENT ON "THAMMASAT 
18" 

REF: BANGKOK 20100 

1 . ON SEPT 8 FORMER PRIME MINISTER SENI PRAMOT ISSUED 

PUBLIC STATEMENT EXPLAINING HIS GOVERNMENT'S ORDERS TO POLICE 
AUTHORITIES PRIOR TO THE OUTBREAK OF VIOLENCE AT THAMMASAT 
UNIVERSITY LAST OCT 6. THE STATEMENT, WHICH WAS ENDORSED BY 
EX-DEMOCRAT PARTY SECRETARY-GENERAL DAMRONG LATTHAPHIPHAT, 

IS MILDLY CRITICAL OF A RECENT GOVERNMENT STATEMENT WHICH 
GAVE THE RTG’S VERSION OF THE SENI GOVERNMENT S ROLE IN THE ARREST 
OF THE OCT 6 DETAINEES (SEE REFTEL FOR DETAILS). 

2. THE SENI STATEMENT, WHICH PUBLICLY CONTRADICTS THE 
POSITION TAKEN BY THE THANIN CABINET, WAS REPORTED IN DETAIL 
ON SEPT 9 BY THAI LANGUAGE NEWSPAPERS INCLUDING, SIANG PUANG 
CHON, SIAM RATH AND DAILY NEWS. HOWEVER, THE GOVERNMENT 
SPONSORED PAPER, CHAO PHRAYA, FAILED TO MENTION THE STATEMENT. 

3. THE BANGKOK POST, WHICH IS GENERALLY SUPPORTIVE OF 
THE GOVERNMENT, CARRIED A REPORT ON SEPT 11 WHICH 
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QUOTED SENI AS SAYING IT IS NOT RPT NOT IMPROPER 

FOR A MILITARY COURT TO HAVE JURISDICTION IN THE CASE 

OF THE "THAMMASAT 18", BECAUSE MARTIAL LAW WAS IN EFFECT 

WHEN THE GOVERNMENT BROUGHT CHARGES AGAINST THE DEFENDANTS. 

COMMENT: THE STATEMENT ABOVE IS INDICATIVE OF SENI'S 
ATTEMPT PUBLICLY TO DOWNPLAY HIS ROLE IN THE CASE 
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AGAINST THE OCT 6 DEFENDANTS, WHILE NOT RPT NOT TAKING 
EXCEPTION TO THE PRESENT GOVERNMENT S RIGHT TO TRY THE 
"THAMMASAT 18" UNDER MILITARY COURT PROCEDURES. 
WHITEHOUSE 
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